5. Mt. Ivy to Lake Skannatati

Features:Harriman State Park

Distance:9.30 miles

USGSMapQuads: Thiells

Trail Conference Maps: Map 3, Southern Harriman-Bear Mountain Trails

General Description

The Long Path heads north along the Palisades Interstate Parkway for abouta
mile, crosses the South Branch of Minisceongo Creek, turns west, and climbs
up the side of Cheesecote Mountain before descending past Cheesecote Pond
and Letchworth Village Cemetery. The trail briefly follows Call Hollow Road
before turning west into Harriman State Park. Harriman State Park is a stun-
ningly beautiful preserve of lakes, hemlock and hardwood forest, historical
trails and sites, wetlands, mountains and ridges. On the portion of’its route
through the Park covered in this section, the Long Path keeps largely to gentle
grades untilit reaches Lake Skannatati.

Access

This section begins at the intersection of NY Route 45 and US Route 202, just
cast of Exit 13 of the Palisades Interstate Parkway. The trail turns west off Call
Hollow Road, about 2.6 miles north of Old Route 202 in Ladentown. The
section ends at a fishermen’s access parking area beside Lake Skannatati on
Seven Lakes Drive, about 0.75 miles north of Kanawauke Circle.

Parking

0.00Mt. Ivy commuter parking lot, open to those with Trail Conference or
member club affiliation on non-business days; phone Haverstraw Police at 845-
354-1500 on morning of hike. (18T 580796E 4559834N)
2.35Cheesecote Lane in Pomona, or North Ridge Road (3-4 cars). A 0.1
mile trail leads to the Long Path, 0.1 mile south-east of Cheesecote Pond.
3.50Three to four cars can be parked at Call Hollow Road. (18T 579587E
4563388N)

9.30Lake Skannatati parking area. (18T 575219E 4566012N)

Camping
5.60Big Hill Shelter
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Trail Description

0.00At the intersection of NY Route 45 and US Route202, turn west on
Route 202 to go under Palisades Interstate Parkway.

0.20The trail turns right and follows the entrance ramp to the Parkway. After
passing Quaker Road to the left, cross the entrance ramp and enter the woods
atasmall pine grove. The turnisindistinctly marked. The trail follows a nar-
row strip of land between the Palisades Interstate Parkway on the rightand a
chain-link fence on the left.

0.55The trail passes undera power line and continues north along the nar-
row strip.

1.15The route becomes very swampy as you reach a corner in the chain-link
fence. It veers to the left away from the trail.

1.30The trail turns right onto a grassy woods road, and begins to parallel the
South Branch of Minisceongo Creek.

1.45Walk along the top of astone arch over the South Branch of the
Minisceongo Creek that carries the creek under the Parkway. Continue along
asmall tributary stream for approximately 75 yards. Cross the stream, turning
away from the Parkway, to intersect a woods road. Turn right onto the road
and ascend gently through a hardwood forest along a hill slope.

1.60The trail turns left and heads up the hill. The grade moderates and the
trail continues uphill, with many turns along the way.

1.90Turn left on a grassy woods road and continue uphill. The road changes
from grass to cinders. For the next 1.6 miles until Call Hollow Road, many
dirtroads diverge from the road that the Long Path follows. However, the
trail stays with the largest and most developed road as it twists and turns.
2.35Reach the crest ofaknob on the shoulder of Cheesecote Mountain and
begin to descend, still on the woods road.

2.45Reach Cheesecote Pond and turn left. The trail goes along the side of
the pond, keeping the pond on the right.

2.60Reach alarge turnaround at the southwest corner of the pond” The trail
bears left and uphill fora short distance, away from the pond. It then begins a
steady descent and changes to arough cobble base.

2.90Bcarleftata Y-intersection and follow the steeper road downhill.
3.30Shortly after crossing a power line right-of-way, the trail reaches
Letchworth Village Cemetery. The Long Path turns left and skirts the cem-
ctery, then turnsleftagain atan intersection of gravel roads. The grade levels
off.

3.50Reach Call Hollow Road and turn left along the pavement.
3.60Turnright, leaving the road, and re-enter woods. The trail crosses Horse
Chock Brook. After crossing the brook, make a shortascent straight up the
slope to meeta woods road. The trail turns left to follow the road.
4.15After a briefdrop into the valley of an intermittent stream, the Long

“Parking at the pond isrestricted to Haverstraw residents.
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St. Johns-in-the-Wilderness Church

Path veersright on a narrow track to ascend the valley while the woods road
continues leftacross the valley. The trail crosses the stream and a rock wall as it
continues to climb.

4.40Rcachacrest. From hereitisashort drop and rise to the crest of another
small knoll.

4.55The Long Path reaches the dirt road of an AT&T buried telephone cable
right-of-way. Cross the road and enter the woods on the other side. After 250
feet, turnright onto an old woods road headed toward a stream. Cross the
stream (last sure water before Big Hill Shelter) and turn left as the trail begins
agradual climb.

4.90Continue climbing over open rock with a seasonal view of the Hudson
behind you.

5.00Pass a small swamp on the left. It may be dry in summer.

5.15After passing some small glacial erratics, the Long Path enters mountain
laurel, turns leftand begins a gradual downbhill.

5.30Turn left as the trail drops downhill.

5.35Reach anintersection with the Suffern-Bear Mountain Trail (SBM) (yel-
low). The Long Path and SBM continue jointly over ledges to climb up to Big
Hill Shelter. The woods road leading left from this junction leads to Second
Reservoir.

5.60Arrive at Big Hill Shelter. Builtin 1927, this stone shelter has three
fireplaces. The Long Path veersright at the shelter as the SBM continues straight
ahead. The Long Path follows a fire road back to the AT& T right-of-way.
5.75Cross AT& T right-of-way and continue through laurel.
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5.85Begin ashort climb up a grassy slope.

6.00Turnright onto a woods road.

6.25Cross an intermittent stream on the rocks and contour around a small
hill.

6.50After passing through a boulder field, turn right on an old woods road.
The trail passes under a telephone line and then through ared pine grove
before descending through a swamp, crossing its outlet on a wooden bridge.
The trail goes up and down through a hardwood forest rich in oak.

Note: The USGS Thiells topographic map of the area from mile 6.95 to mile
7.801is well out-of-date and shows incorrect road locations.

6.95The Long Path makes a left turn uphill. Straight ahead, an unmarked
trail leadsin 0.15 miles to St. John’s-in-the-Wilderness Church, the site of the
hiking community’s annual Palm Sunday pilgrimage.

745Turnrightand,in 250 feet, cross a grassy road. (In the opposite direc-
tion, one must bear right a bit when crossing the road.) The trail becomes
wide and grassy as it approaches Lake Welch Drive.

7.60Cross Lake Welch Drive nearits intersection with Johnsontown Road.
The Long Path ascends on an old woods road, at first steeply and with several
turns, through open, glade-like forest.

7.80Bcarright, still heading uphill, as another woods road goes left. In 200
feet, the trail turns left on a narrow path as the woods road continues straight
ahead. After crossing a rock wall, the trail reaches an open knoll with an old
stone foundation on the left. This was the farm of Charles Conklin. Once past
the foundation, the trail enters brushier woods and begins to descend.
8.15The Beech Trail (blue) starts to the right. A few hundred feet farther on,
an unmarked trail goes off to the right as the Long Path bears left and begins
todescend to anintermittent stream.

8.70Cross the rocky outlet stream of a large marsh thatis all but hidden to
the right. The trail continues on a grassy woods road.

8.80Reach Rockland County Route 106 (also known as Gate Hill Road or
Old Route 210), turn right and follow the road for 250 feet. The trail then
crosses the road and heads diagonally uphill into the woods. Notlong after, it
makes a left turn onto a woods road. Cross under a telephone line. Two addi-
tional left turns bring the trail past the south end of Lake Askoti.

9.25Reach Seven Lakes Drive. Turn right, cross the bridge over the outlet of
Lake Askotiand enter the woods on the opposite side of the road. The trail
descends and swings to the right, passing Lake Skannatati on the left.
9.30The trail reaches a paved parking lot beside the lake. To continue, follow
the shore of Lake Skannatati north through the parking lot.
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