New York - New Jersey Trail Conference

COMPLETED SAMPLE FORM
Fill out the requested information as appropriate, save in a Word or WordPerfect format. For examples of current hikes in the database see:  http://www.nynjtc.org/view/hike.    For additional forms or to view a filled out sample submission form see:  http://www.nynjtc.org/pform/hike-submission-form
SUBMITTER
Name: Daniel Chazin
E-mail address [will not be published]: dchazin_email@sample.xxx
SUGGESTED NAME FOR HIKE

Musconetcong Gorge Loop [click to see how hike displays online]
PARK(s)

Park name SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1:  Musconetcong Gorge Preserve
County, State: Hunterdon, NJ
DATE OF HIKE
Month, Day, Year:  11/13/2003
OVERVIEW  [a narrative summary in 25 words or less to convey excitement & uniqueness; expand field as necessary]     This loop hike combines a rugged traverse of a wooded ridge with a pleasant walk along an abandoned railroad parallel to the scenic Musconetcong River.

BASIC HIKE OUTLINE [select choice(s) with a “Yes”]
· DOGS [select one]:  
· No Dogs
· YES     Allowed On Leash
· Allowed Off Leash
· Don’t know 

· DIFFICULTY [select one that fits best]:
· Easy [relatively little elevation gain, say under 400’,and which have relatively gradual ascents and descents; around 3 miles or less]
· Easy to moderate 
· Moderate  [some significant elevation gain, say 400’ plus, and steeper ascents and descents] 
· YES       Moderate to strenuous
· Strenuous [at least 1,000’elevation gain, and/or a particularly steep ascent or descent that an average hiker might find extremely difficult; more than 5 miles]   
· TIME: [hours]:  3.0
· LENGTH: [miles]:  3.6
· ROUTE TYPE [Select the one that best describes the hike]:
· YES         Circuit [loop]
· Out and back
· Lollipop [a combination of the first two types]
· Shuttle [using two cars or public transportation]
· FEATURES: [Identify all from list that apply]:
	Views     YES
	Waterfall   YES

	Swimming
	Handicap accessible

	Fees
	Public transportation

	Historic feature
	Birding

	Cliffs
	Wildflowers in season


HOW TO GET THERE: [driving directions from nearest main road to the parking area & trailhead; expand space as necessary]
Take I-78 to Exit 7 (West Portal/Bloomsbury). Turn right at the bottom of the ramp and follow NJ 173 west for 1.3 miles. Where the road curves to the right, take the left fork (following the sign to Warren Glen/Riegelsville), and continue for about three miles on County 639. At the stop sign, bear left onto County 519. Proceed ahead for 0.3 mile, then turn left (continuing to follow County 519) and cross the bridge over the Musconetcong River. Continue for another 0.3 mile, passing the FiberMark paper mill to the left, and turn left onto unpaved Dennis Road. Proceed uphill for 0.1 mile to the parking area, which is on the left side of the road where the road makes a sharp hairpin turn to the right.

· TRAIN &/OR BUS DIRECTIONS: [if applicable]
HIKE DESCRIPTION: [In your own words. Be sure to include starting and end points, trail junctions, and special features. Tell us – why hike here?  Convey your excitement!]  [Expand space as necessary]
After picking up a trail map and a guide to the Nature Trail (which will be your return route) from a kiosk in the parking area, head northeast, following the white-blazed trail, which is also marked with the teal diamond blazes of the Highlands Trail. The trail soon climbs over a slight rise and then descends. To the left, there are views through the trees of the Musconetcong River gorge
In about half a mile, follow the trail as it bears left onto a woods road and crosses Scout Creek on rocks. Just beyond the stream crossing, the trail bears right, leaving the woods road, and ascends steeply on switchbacks. The grade soon moderates, with the trail continuing to climb along the side of the mountain on a rocky footpath. After passing several huge boulders to the left, the white trail reaches its highest point (920 feet), about a mile from the start. A short distance beyond, a red-blazed trail goes off to the left, but you should continue to follow the white blazes. 

Soon, the trail begins a steady descent from the ridge. The teal diamond Highlands Trail blazes eventually end, but you should continue following the white blazes. About a mile and a half from the start, the trail reaches Pine Run. It turns left and follows a rather steep path along the scenic gorge of this rocky stream. After passing a small waterfall, the trail descends very steeply (be careful of your footing in this area) and reaches an abandoned railroad grade - formerly a branch of the Lehigh Valley Railroad that served the paper mill that you passed on the road. 

Turn left and follow the railroad grade parallel to the Musconetcong River, visible to the right downhill. The nearly level railbed is a welcome contrast to the rugged, rocky footpaths that you have been following up to now. The white blazes continue along the railbed, but they are less frequently seen. After about half a mile along the railbed, you'll pass a dam that was built to channel the river into a canal to provide power for the mill. Below the dam, the river is divided into a placid canal and a narrower channel in which the water follows its natural course over cascades and rapids. A short distance beyond the dam, you'll pass, to the left, the lower trailhead of the red-blazed trail (you encountered the upper end of this trail earlier on the hike). 

After a pleasant walk of about a mile along the railroad grade, the paper mill will come into view to the right. Just beyond, the railroad grade ends (the trestle that formerly connected the railbed with the paper mill has been removed). Here, the white-blazed trail turns left, and it soon ends at a junction with the orange-blazed Nature Trail. Bear right and follow the Nature Trail, soon crossing Scout Creek on a wooden footbridge. The trail now bears right, uphill, then levels off, with a scenic view to the right over the stream below. You'll pass several numbered posts which indicate features of interest described in the Nature Trail brochure. 

In about a third of a mile, you'll reach a fork in the trail. Bear left here, then bear sharply left at the next junction (marked by signpost #2) and proceed uphill to return to the parking area. 

TRAIL MAP: [Note if a Trail Conference Map or online map (include URL) are available, or on site; otherwise ignore]
Trail maps at kiosk in the parking area.  See also park description at http://www.nynjtc.org/park/musconetcong-gorge-preserve, with links to an on-line map.
“TURN-BY-TURN” HIKE SUMMARY – numbered list – for reference while hiking [landmarks, blazes, etc.; mileage between turning points is very helpful].  [Expand space as necessary]
Note: current hikes in the database do not have this new feature.  Click on sample submission link above for an illustration of the type of quick reference desired.
1. From the parking area head northeast, following the white-blazed trail [also marked with the teal diamond blazes of the Highlands Trail]

2. ½ mile:  follow the white-blazed trail as it bears onto a woods road and crosses Scout Creek

3. ½ mile: white trail reaches its highest point of 920 feet

4. Descend from ridge. Teal diamond blazes end. Continue on white trail. 
5. ½ mile Pine Run. White trail turns left and steeply descends to abandoned rail bed.

6. Turn left and follow the railroad grade [white blazes continue sporadically]

7. ½ mile: Dam along rail bed
8. 1 mile: a paper mill will come into view.

9. Just past mill rail bed ends. Continue to follow White trail which turns left.

10. ? mile: Right at junction with Orange nature trail
11. ? mile: Cross “Scout Creek” 

12. 1/3 mile:  Bear left at fork, then bear sharply left at next junction marked by signpost 2. Proceed uphill to return to the parking area.

PHOTOGRAPHS – An optional but desirable complement [cropped in size to 300 pixels x 300 pixels].  Landscapes preferred over photos of individuals].  
The Trail Conference reserves the right to accept or deny and edit any submissions before publishing to its web page.  If nearly duplicate hikes are received we may select only one.  Once posted you may have your hike removed from the web site for any reason by notifying the Trail Conference at the e-mail address below. The Trail Conference also reserves the right to remove any published hike at its discretion.  Copyright and photo credit policy links are at the bottom of every page of the web site if you seek further clarification. 
Thank you for contributing this hike for consideration by a content editor.   E-mail this form along with any attachments to:  hikesubmission@nynjtc.org with “Hike Submission” in the subject line.  
[PJM: May, 2010]
